Sermon: Molecules and Love Forever Bruce Bennett 1/11/26

Let us pray: May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts be
acceptable to You, O God, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen.

Several years ago, one of our daughters was going through a really hard time. It
looked like she wouldn’t be able to get through it by herself. She hit some really big
roadblocks in her life. She felt like she had done everything she could to help herself,
but nothing worked. So we started to help her out in a big way to try to get her through
it all. She went along with it, but she was ambivalent. And she was puzzled: She
asked me, “Why are you helping me?”

| tried to explain. | mentioned all the obstacles she was facing, and all the ways she
had been trying so hard to overcome them, and how it just wasn’t working. But she
still had some doubt, and maybe even some suspicion...she said, "WHY are YOU
helping ME?”

That hit me like a ton of bricks. | struggled for words, but in a moment something
came to me. | said, “It's an innate, altruistic, biological imperative. It's in our DNA.”

She seemed to relax, and then she said “OK.” It felt like her doubt and suspicion went
away all of a sudden.

Why did | just tell you this? Here’s why: Do you remember David’s sermon two weeks
ago, when he said he realized that he loved Hugo even before Hugo was born? And
do you remember that he said he knew he would still love Hugo forever, even though
there was no way he could know yet what Hugo would be like when he grew up?

Well, that rang a bell for me. What David was saying sounded a lot like what came out
of my mouth when | was trying to explain to my daughter that my love for her was
‘innate”...that it was in my DNA! And | finally realized from what David had been
saying for weeks and months, was that where it came from was the same place where
David’s love for Hugo came from!

What was that place? Well, technically, “place” might not be the best word to describe
it. As David has said, over and over again - and he didn’t make this up - our love
came from...wait for it...God.



The Gospel of John, Chapter 1, Verse 1: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God.”

OK...somebody’s thinking now, “Well, just because someone says that some guy said
that 2,000 years ago, and now it’s in the Bible, we're supposed to take it as a fact?”

Fair point. Glad somebody out there asked that. Actually, that somebody was me.

I've been thinking that it's a shame that there’s so much polarization about the Bible.
There are people who call themselves “Bible-believers” and say that every word in the
Bible is the absolute literal truth. On the other extreme, there are people who say that
science has replaced religion and that the Bible is all worthless junk.

Then there are people who look deeper. For example, I'll never forget something Pete
Hinchcliff said about the Bible...he was our pastor here back in the 1980s...He said
“the Bible is a story of the moral evolution of our ancestors.”

I’'m so grateful that, as a result of carrying this memory for 4 decades, in some
mysterious way, the Spirit may have been moved to put a new thought in my
“questioning believer’” mind about this. Maybe that’s what is meant by having a
“spiritual practice.” You have to practice it, over and over for a long time. Anyway, the
result was that “the pieces of the puzzle” started to fit together.

DNA and the Bible... Yes. It came to me that the Bible is structured a lot like our
molecular strands of DNA. Lots of good important parts; lots of dull bookkeeping parts;
some parts we can'’t yet figure out a purpose for, but it seems that somebody way
back when saw them as important; and then there seems to be lots of pure junk.

And yes, “junk DNA” is a well-established scientific term.

That said, we now have a lot of evidence to support the belief that the Bible was
written by Divinely-inspired human beings.

We know that all of us humans, being human, are flawed in a number of ways, and it
can vary a lot. Many Bible writers come across as bad dudes. They come across as
arrogant and ignorant (a bad combination); as sexist, racist, homophobic, bullying,
aggressive, brutal; and it's worth noting that almost all of them are “straight” males.




However, despite their biases, and despite the risk of us, as 21st century readers,
unfairly passing judgment on them from our perch in the future, contemporary
scholars say that these Biblical authors had just as much native intelligence as
anyone in the 21st century, and they likely had fewer distractions from their innate
ability to experience reverence and awe.

OK, so what might be some Bible examples of Good DNA?
Let’s think of the Old Testament first:

How about the Two Creation stories in Genesis Chapters 1 & 27?

They were written in different centuries B.C.E. by people from different cultures, but
the people who in the C.E. edited the final version which we read today, the canonized
version, felt it was important to include both. What a wonderful thing to see! They were
“holy men” who actually discussed and debated and reached consensus!

How about in the Book of Exodus?

The Pharaoh commands midwives Shiphrah and Puah to kill all newborn Hebrew boys.
“When you are helping the Hebrew women during childbirth on the delivery stool, if you
see that the baby is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, let her live.”

But by choosing to let the boys live, Shiphrah and Puah place themselves in direct
opposition to the most powerful man in Egypt!

How about one of those “useful bookkeeping” examples from the OT?

For example, Abraham’s family tree is in Genesis 5, Genesis 10, and Genesis 11. Patriarchal
lineage was vitally important - socially, economically, and politically - for millennia.

Now, how about some good DNA examples from the NT?

Well, it's hard to beat the Parable of the Good Samaritan and the Beatitudes.

How about junk DNA in the Bible? Any examples to think of? | guess it's a matter of opinion,
but | think about all the disgusting ones, the ones in which Kate Stevens’ 11th and 12th
commandments are blasted to smithereens, like having God destroy whole nations out of
anger. | don’t know.

Maybe that kind of stuff was taken as just symbolic even then, but | don'’t think so. There is
still enough hate and mass murder going on today that it was probably every bit as real all
along.


https://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Genesis%205&version=nrsv
https://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Genesis%2010:1%E2%80%937&version=nrsv
https://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Genesis%2011&version=nrsv

| guess, if it's worth anything, even that stuff is evidence of the moral evolution of our
ancestors.

Ok, | can imagine there’s at least somebody here who might be thinking that what I've been
saying is just all made up, that there really is no scientific basis to it. Again, that somebody
is...me.

But | should mention that there really is. Here are only a couple of recent, mainstream,
astrophysics book titles that delve into it:

Biocentrism: how Life and Consciousness are the keys to understanding the true nature of
the Universe, Robert Lanza & Bob Berman.

Life, the Universe, and almost Everything: Signs of Cosmic Design?

R

i Ruediger Vaas

So it might be true that there is no beginning and no end, and that our DNA holds our
everlasting love, as does our Bible’s DNA!

At this point, | can think only of those sage words by the man whom Nobel Literature
Laureate Bob Dylan said is America’s greatest living poet, Smokey Robinson:
“More love and more joy than age or time could ever destroy...”

Blessed be all of us, and that includes you, Baby Oscar Paul Jones!
Hallelujah and Amen!


https://independent.academia.edu/RuedigerVaas
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